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' Kia Ora, I am Marina Kiya from Te Puke high school. .
Now we are in isolation so we can’t go out except for walking
around or shopping. My host mother always makes a lot of meals
every time and my host sister does her homework on her iPad.

| had been so bored until last week but many high schools started
to hold online classes from yesterday.

These days, | heard people in Japan have to restrict themselves to
go outside. | totally assent to this plan because, according to the
New Zealand government which has already been requiring people
to self-isolate, there have been only 20 new cases of Covid-19 here
in the past 24 hours (15/04/2020). It is an amazing progress if seen
globally. How is it going in Japan? Now I'm really worried about my
family in Japan, but | have decided not to contact them on purpose.
I hope they are doing well.

Furthermore, | have been trying not to use a Japanese key board on
my phone and seeing how my English ability works without any
Japanese translation. It is actually hard for me because | need more
vocabularies for speaking, reading and whatever | do here in NZ.
However, I'm getting confident of my basic skills of English
nowadays. That's why I'm trying to enjoy using an English dictionary
and gain much deeper understanding of vocabularies.

| think study abroad is not for just studying English. It is very
important to increase knowledge, communication skills and
motivation through this studying abroad experience. We, as the
international students in NZ, can get international information from
everywhere in our daily lives. Therefore, we can gain much deeper
thoughts about anything from a different point of view by using
English as a tool. As a result, we can finally get precious
experiences and abilities, which must be helpful to improve our
lives. Especially now, the social environment has been changing
more and more rapidly. Young people like me need to adapt
themselves to this new environment because we all take part in our
society. I'm so grateful for this turning point of my life. | will study
much harder for my future and goals. Thank you for reading.
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